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(U//FOUO) White Supremacist Extremism Poses Persistent Threat of Lethal
Violence
(U) Scope
(U//FOUO) This Joint Intelligence Bulletin (JIB) is intended to provide new insight into the
targeting preferences of white supremacist extremists and the state of white supremacist
extremism violence in the United States. This JIB is provided by the FBI and DHS to support
their respective activities and to assist federal, state, local, tribal, and territorial government
counterterrorism and law enforcement officials and private sector security partners in deterring,
preventing, or disrupting terrorist attacks in the United States.
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(U//FOUO) White Supremacist Extremist Movement Continues to Pose
Threat of Violence to US Law Enforcement
(U//FOUO) We assess lone actors and small cells within the white supremacist extremist
(WSE) movement likely will continue to pose a threat of lethal violence over the next year.*,†
This assessment is based on a review of lethal and potentially lethal incidents of WSE violence
from 2000 to 2016 and the often spontaneous and opportunistic nature of these acts that limits
prevention by law enforcement.

(U) Opportunistic Targeting of Minority Groups Typical of WSE Violence
(U//FOUO) We judge the opportunistic nature of WSE attacks and the use of edged and other
weapons instead of firearms likely contributed to the relatively low number of fatalities in 2016
compared to previous years (see Figure 1). WSEs committed one lethal and five potentially
lethal attacks in 2016. All six attacks involved the opportunistic targeting of racial or religious
minorities, including Hispanics, African-Americans, a Chinese student, and one person perceived
to be Jewish. Distinct from previous years, attackers in these incidents showed a preference for
edged weapons over firearms.
»

(U//FOUO) On 18 February 2016, a WSE allegedly attacked an 18-year-old Chinese
student with a hatchet while she was taking photos for a school project in Nashville, Indiana.
The victim survived the attack but suffered two-inch deep lacerations on her back.
According to court documents, the suspect self-identified as a white supremacist and stated
he wanted to kill the student because of her race.1 The individual is currently in custody
awaiting trial.

»

(U//FOUO) On 28 February 2016, three WSE members of a local racist skinhead group
were arrested on multiple counts of felonious assault with a deadly weapon and one count
of felonious assault with force likely to cause injury after they allegedly attacked a group of
Hispanic men with knives in a Los Angeles County park. According to open source media
reports, the three suspects allegedly yelled racial slurs before assaulting the victims. All
three suspects are currently awaiting trial.2

»

(U//FOUO) On 21 August 2016, local authorities arrested a self-identified WSE for
allegedly murdering an African-American male with a knife in Fort Wayne, Indiana, due to
the victim’s race, according to open source media reporting.3,4,5

»

(U//FOUO) On 3 December 2016, local authorities arrested two WSEs for allegedly
stabbing another Klansman multiple times following an argument in an East Yanceyville,
North Carolina, residence. According to law enforcement sources, the suspects accused the

(U//FOUO) The FBI and DHS define a lone actor as an individual acting alone or without the witting support of
others to further social or political goals, wholly or in part, through activities that involve unlawful acts of force or
violence. Lone offenders may act within the context of recognized domestic extremist ideologies, their own
interpretation of those ideologies, or personal beliefs. The mere advocacy of political or social positions, political
activism, use of strong rhetoric, or generalized philosophical embrace of violent tactics may not constitute extremism,
and may be constitutionally protected activities.
† (U//FOUO) The FBI and DHS define white supremacist extremists as individuals who seek, wholly or in part,
through unlawful acts of force or violence, to support their belief in the intellectual and moral superiority of the white
race over other races. The mere advocacy of political or social positions, political activism, use of strong rhetoric, or
generalized philosophic embrace of violent tactics may not constitute extremism, and may be constitutionally
protected activities.
*
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(U//FOUO) A review of incidents since 2000 shows racial minorities have been the primary
victims of WSE lethal violence (see Figure 3). The second most common victims were other
Caucasians, including the homeless, drug dealers, sex offenders, and other white supremacists
perceived as disloyal to the WSE movement. Adherents of the WSE movement view these
persons as legitimate targets, as they pose a threat to, or reflect poorly on, the white race.
Other targets have included persons or facilities associated with government and law
enforcement.
UNCLASSIFIED

(U) Victims in WSE Attacks, 2000-2016
(49 total victims)
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(U) Figure 3: Victims in WSE attacks, 2000-2016
(Source: Derived from incident data collected from FBI investigations, other law enforcement reporting, and open
sources.)

(U) Outlook
(U//FOUO) We assess most WSE lethal violence over the next year very likely will derive from
the capabilities of lone offenders or small cells, rather than the resources of larger groups, due
to the decentralized and often disorganized status of the WSE movement. Although plotderived mass-casualty violence remains possible, we judge it more likely that violence will
continue to be spontaneous and involve targets of opportunity. Despite a lack of shooting
attacks in 2016, firearms likely will continue to pose the greatest threat of lethal violence by
WSEs due to their availability and ease of use.
(U) FBI and DHS Resources about Active Shooter Situations
(U) Both FBI and DHS maintain resources on the Internet that provide information on active
shooter scenarios:
»

(U) FBI: https://www.fbi.gov/news/stories/fbi-releases-study-on-active-shooter-incidents

»

(U) DHS: http://www.dhs.gov/active-shooter-preparedness
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(U); Online newspaper article; The Columbus Dispatch; “Hilliard Davidson Student Planned School Shooting,
Prosecutors Charge”; 11 October 2016;
http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/local/2016/10/11/Hilliard_plot.html; accessed on 15 February 2017.
8 (U//FOUO); FBI; Electronic Communication; 266N-SE-2071205-INTELPRODS, serial 2; 18 October 2016;
“(U//FOUO) Individual Information Sheet: Daniel Brett Rowe”; UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.
9 (U); FBI; Graphic; 25 April 2016; 2000-2015; “(U) Victim Fatalities Caused by Domestic Extremists, 2000-2015”;
UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY; UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY; Source is a finished
intelligence product depicting results of FBI incident analysis.
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ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE; Source is a finished intelligence product.
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